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 Greetings KZN Quilters, 

While not quilting related, I would like to thank everyone of you that are either fulfilling an        

essential services role ï or supporting someone who is.  I know also that there are many of you 

nursing family members, and in a time like this, this must be even more difficult than normal.  On 

behalf of the KZN quilters, we send you strength, love and hugs.  

We have also just celebrated Motherôs Day ï so to all the quilting Mothers, we wish you a belated   

happy Motherôs Day. 

With the world being turned upside down, there seems to be so much that we cannot do.  Yet 

there is so much that we can.  Let us define ourselves by our creativity, and many of us have had 

plenty of time to do this.  I am encouraged by the work that so many of our quilters have done ï 

mask production has featured highly; there are FaceBook challenges that have been taken up; 

guilds have set up groups to share work and communicate through the isolation; and many PhDs 

have been worked on ï and even completed.  Well done to all of you! 

How lucky are we as quilters to be able to have the time to play with fabric, to sew and quilt - to     

create such beautiful and useful items for those we love.  I predict that the gifts we are creating in 

this time are spectacular as we do not have to snatch time away from all the busyness of the day, 

but can be present and mindful ï and give so much more time and thought to the work we are  

doing. 

In this time, we have had so much bad quilting news: guilds have cancelled meetings; Quilt   

Academy and our High Tea have been postponed; and we have received confirmation that the 

Royal Show has been cancelled for this year.  Let us continue to take this time to sort out our 

quilting spaces, finish already started projects, and plan the next ones.  This time is also an       

opportunity to take up the Red and White challenge for the KZNQG Quilt Competition at the end of 

the year and make a quilt for the ñDiversityò festival in the Cape next year.  But I do not only    

expect you to sit in front of your sewing machineé take a break outside and get inspiration from 

the beautiful weather.  And while you are    enjoying your garden (currently untouched by a     

gardener) why donôt you propagate some of you     favourite plants for us to sell at the Big Plant 

Sale? 

We obviously are not in a position to give you the dates of all meetings and events at this stage, 

but will communicate through email as soon as we have everything scheduled again.   

Until I see you againé  sending you all virtual hugs  

Kind Regards 

Twig 

Members are reminded that subscriptions are now overdue  
  

Existing members R200 

New / re-joining members R220 

  

Bank Details 

Account Name: Kwa Zulu Natal Quilters Guild 
Branch Code: ABSA Hillcrest  632005 
Bank Account: 9314008325  

Reference: Your name 

 

Note: The bank charges R50 per individual cash/cheque deposit, so we appeal to you NOT to deposit 
cash/cheque at your local branch.  

tel:(931)%20400-8325
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KZNQG is launching the Mystery Quilt    

Series, designed by our own Sue        

Cameron.  

Participants will be given 7 sets of instructions and 

three quilt  sizes to choose from - cot quilt, single 

bed and queen.   Participants can use meterage or                         

scraps.    

Instructions will be released every 2 weeks on the website, via email and on 

the KZNQG FaceBook page.    

The first set of instructions  will be released on 1 June 2020 . 

We encourage quilters to take part in this opportunity. Completed quilts will 

be displayed at the first  KZNQG meeting of 2021 . We³ll also have a View-

ers³ Choice prize. 
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By LEANNE STEWART, Chairlady NQF23, Instagram: #quilt.sa, 0836547096,               
031- 7653534, gregleahome@gmail.com 
 
 
A huge thankyou to all those who have been working on community quilts.  

REASON FOR REQUEST OF QUILTS: 

The committee would like to have a quilt on every single bed in the venue. These 

quilts need to be made with love and care and show off our art form.  

WHO WILL GET THE QUILTS AND HOW WILL WE DISTRIBUTE THEM: 

 

After the festival the quilts will not be returned to the makers as this is logistically   

impossible, but the likes of Rotary will help us distribute the 600 quilts to old age 

homes or other needy establishments selected by Rotary. 

 
SIZE OF THE QUILT: 

The quilt must be no bigger than a single bed quilt: 150cm x 220 cm. 

Lap quilts will also be accepted. 140cm x 140 cm 

 
BACKING AND BATTING: 

A huge thanks to Bernina in PMB & to Nicky Hunter-Smith who have kindly donated a 

roll of batting each. The batting will be available at our next KZNQG meeting. Nicky 

has distributed a lot of the batting amongst the Midlands quilters.  

SHOULD YOU PUT A LABEL ON THE QUILT: 

 

I believe that every quilt should have the following on the back: 

Name of quilt 

Year it was made 

Made with love by:  (your name & /or guilds name) 

 

HOW MANY QUILTS DO WE NEED & HOW MANY ARE EXPECTED FROM EACH GUILD? 

Our goal is to have 600 quilts to donate. We have 600 beds to cover so please make 

as many as you possibly can. 

Each guild has a different number of members. The bigger the guild the more quilts 

can be donated. The more quilts we get, the more people we can bless. 

WHAT DO I DO WITH THE QUILT ONCE IT IS COMPLETE AND READY TO DONATE? 

Unfortunately, none of our committee members have a large enough storage facility to 
house these quilts till the festival. Please hang onto them. Wrap them up so that the 
fish moths canôt get to them and we will call for them closer to the time.  

mailto:gregleahome@gmail.com
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To visit our new-look Website Click here 

We welcome your contributions to the Blog and feedback 

on what you would like to see on the Website. 

Please email simona.damerell@gmail.com 

FaceBookñ Click here 

SUGGESTIONS & ARTICLES  
Please let us know what you want to see in your Newsletter. More articles? More images of quilts? More      

tutorials/book reviews? More about Quilt Exhibitions? Please tell us. Send your news / suggestions /

contributions to the editor:  simona.damerell@gmail.com 

Twig Hartwig Chairlady & Quilt Academy 083 449 1800 twigg@telkomsa.net  

Lyn Gonzaga  Registration 083 463 7729  lyngon@telkomsa.net 

Merle Mulder Treasurer  & Sales Table 083 261 2704 merlemulder7@gmail.com  

Jenni Scott Secretary & Catering Co-ordinator 084 512 8148 jenniscott167@gmail.com   

Mandy Kirk Retailers & SAQG Rep 082 451 9773  kirkdm@global.co.za  

Simona Damerell Editor & Website 082 974 5269 simona.damerell@gmail.com 

Debbie Becker FaceBook 083 272 4022 beckerdebbie38@gmail.com 

Sue Cameron Youth Programme   082 854 9883 ashsue@iafrica.com 

Vacant Quilt Display Coordinator   

http://kznquiltersguild.co.za/
https://www.facebook.com/KZN-Quilters-Guild-219663518214968/
mailto:lyngon@telkomsa.net
mailto:kirkdm@global.co.za
mailto:simona.damerell@gmail.com
mailto:beckerdebbie38@gmail.com
mailto:ashsue@iafrica.com
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By Sue CameronðSAQG Accredited Quilt Teacher; SAQG Master Quilter 

Cheddar is wonderful!  It is tasty, great on a sandwich, perfect on potato bake and not too 

shabby on top of macaroni and cheese.  But what does cheddar have to do with quilts?  

 

In the Far East cotton fabrics were dyed orange using saffron, turmeric and jackfruit rind. 

In the west, weld was used to dye linen and wool yellow.  The heartwood of the American 

mulberry was also used to create a yellow dye.  In the 1770ôs the British chemist, Edward 

Bancroft, discovered that the bark of an American oak could be used to produce a new 

yellow dye with green undertones.  The fabrics that were dyed with these dyes were not 

colourfast, with cotton fabric being particularly difficult to dye.   

 

Although the dyeing process for silk, linen and wool had advanced during the 16th and 17th 

centuries, cotton fabric was still tricky to dye as it needed chemical or mineral substances 

to enable the cotton fibres to be receptive to dyes.  When Chromium was used to enhance 

a yellow fabric and make it orange, things changed, and the fabric became colourfast.  

The addition of chromium to the process is the reason for the name Chrome orange.5 

 

Antimony or Chrome Orange was a very popular colour for quilt fabrics in the 1800ôs.2 It 

provided a welcome distraction from the reds, browns and indigos that were widely      

produced at the time, while offering the quilter more options for creative expression.1  

When used with dull colours, chrome orange always added a pop of colour. 

 

In the 1800ôs, ladies were discouraged from wearing the colour orange as it was said to 

grey the complexion.  Because of this, chrome orange fabric would have been bought   

specifically for quilts as there would have been no dressmaking off-cuts to use.  For this 

reason, it is safe to assume that only wealthier women used it in their quilts.5 

 

Some immigrants to the United States already used golden orange in crafts other than 

quilt making. Moravian (from Czechoslovakia) potters from Pennsylvania and later North 

Carolina regularly used orange and gold when slip-decorating their work.  The           

Pennsylvanian Dutch used the color in painting furniture details. 

 

The Dutch and the German settlers in Pennsylvania used cheddar fabric extensively in 

their work between 1860 and 1890.  As this fact is widely known in the world of quilt   

history, the choice of this fabric in an antique quilt is a good indicator for dating and   

placing the origins of that quilt.2  
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Chrome orange fabric was used in various ways.  

If it was used it as a background for appliqu® or 

as an accent in an appliqu® design, it would have 

been a solid colour.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not as commonplace as the solid chrome orange, was the chrome orange calico, most often 

overprinted with black and red motifs.1 This fabric was most often used in piecing rather 

than in appliqu®.  

 

Chrome orange fabric was often dyed at home 

from dyes made from a powder that was shop-

bought.  This dyeing process was dangerous      

because it was made using lead although the 

danger was not known at the time.2  

 

Antique chrome orange quilts are enjoying a   

resurgence in popularity.  Before 1990, the    

colour was simply referred to as gold or bright 

orange.  Some marketing savvy antique quilt 

dealers came up with the term to move away 

from the normal word for the unpopular colour 

orange.  The new name changed the perception 

of the colour and made selling the quilts easier.5 

Above: 1870ôs Red, Green and Cheddar  

Sunflower Appliqu® Quilt 

Right: Antique Log Cabin Barn Raising Quilt  

Circa 1860 

Above: Some Reproduction 1860ôs Chrome 

Orange Prints 
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A quilt collector and dealer called Sandra Mitchell had a very large collection of Cheddar 

quilts.  She passed away in 2000 but still today, when pictures of cheddar quilts are    

published, they are often said to have come from her extensive collection.   

 

Cheddar is not just a fabric used in antique quilts, contemporary quilt makers still use the 

fabrics today.   

 

In the modern quilt movement, cheddar is again 

a popular colour, used extensively as a         

wonderful pop of colour. 

 

So, yes, cheddar is delicious on mac and cheese 

and on a toasted sandwich.  Personally, I prefer 

a bit of cheddar in my quilts! 
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Above: Tuckerôs Tulips by Sue Garman 

 

Right: Direction Optional by Stephanie 

Ruyle and members of Bee Sewcial 

http://blog.caronmosey.com/2010/08/history-of-cheddar-orange.html
http://www.quiltindex.org/~quilti/wiki/index.php/Fabric_Dating_References
http://aquilterbynight.blogspot.com/2013/09/a-slice-of-cheddar-antique-pennsylvania.html
http://barbarabrackman.blogspot.com/2014/10/cheddar-exhibit-at-american-quilt-study.html
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Above left: quilt by Anna Celliers (Cottage Patch Quilters) Above centre and right: quilts by Carol Hodsdon 

 

Above left: Lockdown quilt by Gaye Ballard; Above centre Festival charity 

quilt by Janet Waring (Meander Guild) ; Above right and belowð3 quilts by 

Lyn Gonzaga (Grassroots) for her grandchildren 
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Above 3 little jerseys by Pauline Law 

Below from left to right ðquilt by Lynne Roborg-Coke ,cushion cover by Charmain Grainger, Lynne Ro-

borg-Cokeôs memory quilt made from ties (all members of Hibiscus Guild) 

Below left Lynda Hornerôs quilt; 

centre: Andrea's memory quilt 

for her mom in law,  left Sue 

Rencken has almost complet-

ed grid of embroidered and 

framed blocks  όŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ 

aƛŘƭŀƴŘΩǎ DǳƛƭŘύ 
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Right and leftðwork by Alice 

Massie 

Below by Fiona Walker  

Both members of Sheffield 

Nite Owls 

Below, from Tollgate Guildðleft Ericaôs Quilt Academy 

Christmas angel applique mini quilt, centre Valdaôs hand 

made king size hexie quilt, right Ilseôs Quilt Academy 

Blooming Marvellous quilt from 2013 

From Sew Wotðbelow from left to right Colleenôs Dear Jane quilt, 

Carolineôs Hexies and Margieôs Hexies. 


